20 GEORGE V. KING AND EMPEROR
member that the annexation of the Trans-
vaal, which took place in 1877? had only been
acceptable to a portion of the Dutch inhabit-
ants, and there was also a delay in granting
the Constitution which had been promised.
In 1878 Kruger and Joubert, whose names are
so familiar to Englishmen since the last Boer
War, were already suggesting a trek farther
north beyond English jurisdiction, unless they
could procure the annulling of the Transvaal
annexation. This was refused finally and dis-
tinctly in 1880, and on December 13 the Boer
leaders proclaimed the South African Republic,,
which was an overt act of rebellion. At Pre-
toria the English troops were besieged by the
Dutch, and at Breaker's Spruit the i)4th Regi-
ment was cut to pieces. As matters were
looking rather black, a certain number of Bri-
tish cruisers were ordered to South African
waters, to be at hand if any emergency arose.
Amongst others were the ships of the little
squadron in company with the Bacchante.
As yet they did not know the gravity of the
situation, and imagined the demonstration was
against the Zulus or Basutos. Meanwhile
matters at the Cape were not improving. On
January 27 the Dutch invaded Natal, and on
the 28th General Colley attacked them at
Laing's Nek, but was repulsed.